
Teaching Argument 
Writing 
Using Short & Effective Lessons 



In a Nutshell 
• Graduated from CSULB in 2008 with a BA in English Education 

• Graduated from CUI in 2016 with a MAED: Curriculum & 
Instruction 

• About to start my 7th year teaching; currently teaching at El 
Camino High School in Oceanside, CA.  
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Understanding CCSS

• Take a couple minutes and talk with an elbow partner 
about the following question: 

– After evaluating the OUSD Instructional Framework, does it 
align with your understanding of the Common Core State 
Standards(CCSS)? 



Why Argument is Important to CCSS

• “When teachers ask students to consider two or more 
perspectives on a topic or issue, something far beyond surface 
knowledge is required: students must think critically and deeply, 
assess the validity of their own thinking, and anticipate 
counterclaims in opposition to their own assertions.” ELA CCSS 



How I Taught Argument in the Past 







How I Want to Teach Argument Now

• Mini-lessons that can be taught throughout the week

• Lessons that make sense and meaning to ALL students

• Lessons that have students think critically and explore the task at 
hand. 

• Lessons that have students working collaboratively. 



Exploring Through Writing 

Spot the Urban Myth 

– A. Disneyland used to deny admittance to long-haired guests.

– B. No one is ever declared dead while on the Disney property.

– A. A man whose vanity license  plate reads “no plate” has received 
hundreds of parking tickets.

– B. Sucking on a penny will help someone who has been drinking to beat a 
Breathalyzer test.

– A. A medical school student discovered that the cadaver assigned to him 
was actually one of his relatives.

– B. A University of Texas student lost both kidneys to organ thieves. 

“If we to develop our students’ sense of curiosity, we must be mindful to 

carve out time to allow our students to inquire and explore.” Kelly Gallagher  



The Elements of Argument 

• A Claim

• Based on Evidence of some sort

• A Warrant that explains how the evidence supports the claim

• Backing supporting the warrants

• Qualifications and Rebuttals or counterarguments that refute 
competing claims. 



Teach Simple Arguments of Fact 

• Analyzing evidence critically in light of existing knowledge

• Interpreting the evidence to explain what it shows

• Developing warrants that show why the evidence is relevant

• Using the evidence and explanations to solve the problem. 



Teach Simple Arguments of Fact 
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Teach Simple Arguments of Fact 
Evidence (concrete, 

observable information)

Rule or Warrant Conclusion 

CLAIM:



Teaching Simple 
Arguments of 
Judgment 

What do you think of 

this man? 



Teaching Simple Arguments of 
Judgment 

• Define voluptuary. Why might this man be labeled one?



Teaching Simple Arguments of 
Judgment 

• What makes a good king? Justify your responses. 



Teaching Simple Arguments of 
Judgment 

• What makes a good king? Let us apply a characteristic from the 
previous slide to the prince in “The Voluptuary.”

Claim Evidence Warrant



Closing Activity 

• A. (“Slip or Trip?”) Based on the evidence and “rules” you 
identified, make a determination about whether or not Queenie 
is lying. 

• B. (The “Voluptuary”) Write an argument of judgement about 
whether or not the prince would be a good king. 


